2.1 Consonants 

Table L Consonants 



Labialised 


Bilabial 


Dental 


Retro- 


Lab. 


Palatal 


Velar 


Lab. 


bilabial 
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velar 
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P 


t 






c 


k 
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m 
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n 
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Bender's phonemic analysis recognises three series of consonants; a 
palatalised (or light) series, a velarised (or heavy) series, and a labiovelarised 
(or round) series. Only the light and heavy consonants are distinguished 
consistently in the practical orthography. The heavy consonant symbols are 
often used for rounded consonants, whose rounding is indicated by an 
adjacent round vowel or, preceding an unrounded vowel, by a following w . 

Bender's series, using the orthography of the present work, are as follows. 
The symbol R indicates an unrounded vowel, and the symbol "-" marks 
complementary distribution. 

Table 2. Bender's analysis (1968) 







Ught 


Heavy 




Round 


Stops 


bilabial 


P 


p-^ 


-P' 


'/R 


- 




^ical 


c 
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- 
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k^/R 


Nasals 


bilabial 


m 
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~n 


l^R 


- 
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n 
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- 
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"Light" consonants tend to be palatalised before non-front vowels, and 
"heavy" bilabials to be labialised before front vowels. 
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Stops tend to be voiceless initially and finally but voiced intervocalically 
(Zewen 1977: 21-24). 

2.2 Vowels 

Though the Marshallese orthographic tradition recognises eighteen distinct 
vowels (in terms of height, backness, and length - see Table 3), Bender 
(1968) regards only vowel height as distinctive. In his phonemicisation, there 
are, therefore, only three^ vowels: a high vowel, a mid vowel, and a low 
vowel (represented as /i/, /e/, and /a/, respectively). However, in the 
orthography of the wordlist, the vowels are: 



Tables. Vowels 








Front 


Genual 


Back 


High 


i 


1 


u 


Mid-hi^ 


e 


9 


o 


Mid-low 


£ 


A 





Low 


as 


a 


D 



Vowels are both long and short. 

In classical phonenndc terms, the two sets of mid vowels are clearly distinct, 
though that contrast is not represented in the practical orthography: 



Practical < 


orthography 




kc 
ke 


'porpoise' 
'when' 


[ke] 
[ke] 


ad 
ao 


'mine' 
'swim' 


[as] 
[aA] 


to 
to 


'get off 
'rope' 


[to] 
[to] 



Adjacent lower mid and high vowels (phonemic /eGi/, where G is a glide) are 
not permitted in Marshallese. If such cases arise in (word-intemal or -external) 
sandhi, the lower mid vowel becomes higher mid. Sequences of the form 



1 . There is, in fact, a fourth (upper mid) vowel series, phonetically between high and mid- 
see below. 
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